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T. J. Larkin
1848-1915
Dealer in Chinese and Japanese Art

Thomas Joseph (T. J.) Larkin was an early

T_ J. LA R K I N specialist dealer primarily in Japanese and
) Chinese art, although he also sold

European paintings and drawings. He was

THE RENAISSANCE GALLERIES, :
born in County Cork, Ireland, and was

mcmsn 104 New Bond Street, initially a telegraph engineer working for
wisie  LONDON, W. the Japanese government. During his time
- in Japan, Larkin developed an interest in
CHOICE ORIENTAL Japanese porcelain. Upon returning to
England he set up the Japanese Gallery at
PORCELAIN and POTTERY the Grafton Galleries on Bond Street,
of the best periods from Kien-Lung London, in 1881, and then moved to 7
19 the eposhs of Mg and Sue King Street in the mid-1880s. By 1888 he

had established the Larkin Gallery at 28
New Bond Street. Larkin remained there until he moved to 104 New Bond Street in April
1901, where he traded under the name of the Renaissance Galleries. According to his
obituary in Burlington Magazine, Larkin made regular return visits to China and Japan to
acquire new stock for his gallery. A series of advertisements in the London Times referred to
the recent Boxer Rebellion in China: “Chinese War Loot — before disposing of loot, it is
advisable to have it valued by an expert.”

Larkin was greatly respected by his fellow dealers. He contributed a substantial number of
notes to W. G. Gulland’s Chinese Porcelain, which was published in two volumes (1898 and
1902). On February 7, 1915, Larkin committed suicide at his home in Beltinge, Herne Bay in
Kent, following a bout of depression due to his growing blindness.

After Larkin’s death, his son, Frederick Joseph Larkin M. C. (1886—1917), took over the
business. At that time he was serving in World War |. Frederick had joined the Hon. Artillery
Company as a private in 1914, but he was discharged when his father died. He rejoined the
army in 1916 and was gazetted Second Lieutenant in the London Regiment. Frederick Larkin
was killed in action leading his men in an attack against the Turks at Gaza. Larkin’s stock was
sold at a series of Christie’s sales held over three days (July 15-17) in 1918.
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